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cures, are no evidence of supernatural agency; and
here, again, we have to instance the cures effected at
the tomb of the Abb6 Paris.

6. Again, the use of means is suspicious; for a
Miracle may almost be defined to be an event without
means. Hence, however miraculous the production
of ice might appear to the Siamese, considered ab-
stractedly, they would hardly so account it in an
actual experiment, when they saw the preparation of
nitre, etc., which in that climate must have been used
for the purpose. In the case of the Steam-vessel or the
Balloon, which, it has been sometimes said, would ap-
pear miraculous to persons unacquainted with Science^
the chemical and mechanical apparatus employed
could not fail to rouse suspicion in intelligent minds.
Hence professed Miracles are open to suspicion, if
confined to one spot; as were the Jansenist cures.
For they thereby became connected with a necessary
condition, which is all we understand by a means:
for instance, such may often be imputed to a con-
federacy, which (as is evident) can from its nature
seldom shift the scene of action. "The Cock-lane
ghost could only knock and scratch in- one place."v
The Apostles, on the contrary, are represented as dis-
persed about, and working Miracles in various parts
of the world.* These remarks are, of course, inappli-

y Key's Lectures, Book i. Ch. xvi. Sec. ia
* Douglas) Criterion, p. 337.